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From the Principal

What an exciting year we have had at GEC! I am so proud of
our students, staff, parents and community – we are a fantastic
team at Glen Eira College. Every member of our community is
valued and I appreciate the work that you all do in supporting our
students to achieve the very best they can in all aspects of their
lives at GEC.
I would like to thank our School Council, Parents and Friends,
Michael Frajman and all other volunteers who contribute so
much to the College.
I recently attended the book launch of author Carol Rosenhain’s
book, The Man Who Carried the Nation’s Grief. The book
describes the extraordinary work of James Lean, whose office
at times received over 100 letters a day from distressed families
during World War 1. The letters selected by author Carol
Rosenhain are quoted verbatim in all the rawness, grief, anger
and disbelief of the writer signifying wounds that would take years
to heal while others never would. Like those of Ernest Watts, the
letters often form part of a chain of correspondence that lasted
well beyond the Armistice of 1918.

Year 10 & 11 Camp

Carol is a founding student of Caulfield High School and
reconnected with us in 2014. She was inspired to build a career
in teaching and as a historian by her Year 10 History teacher who
was also present at the event. Three other founding students
were also present and it was wonderful to hear their stories about
the early years of the school.
There are many highlights of term 4 and here are just a few:
• Year 12 Valedictory: It was wonderful to celebrate the
completion of secondary schooling with our Year 12
graduates and families. Students were awarded with
certificates and commemorative ‘bears’. Mary Maniatis
again excelled with commemorative cupcakes and a
wonderful main cake depicting Dr Seuss. I look forward to the
results of our wonderful Year 12s.
• Diwali (Festival of Lights) led by Lilly Francis and
Bernadette Ronald. There were displays, workshops,
dancing and great food. This is another example of
celebrating our wonderful culturally diverse community.
• Annual Languages Assembly: We were delighted to have
two representatives from the Japanese Consulate attend, Mrs
Kumiko Toyama and Ms Zilla Bailey. It was exciting to see so
many students recognised for their success in French, Hebrew
and Japanese.
continue page 2

Paris to Provence Festival

Arts & Technology Exhibition
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The results for students participating in the DELF
(Diplome Elementaire en Langue Francaise) exams
get better every year. The results also show that
whichever option our students have chosen, a high
level can be reached.
• Art Show – an amazing display of the wonderful talents
of our students in a range of media.
• The Music Festival was again a great showcase of the
musical talents of our students.
• The Year 10/11 surf camp was a huge success. The
students and staff had a wonderful time and everyone
learnt a few new skills.
Congratulations to our 2017 School Captains Ben HobbsGordon and Charlotte Skinner and Vice Captains Charly
Layton and Amber Meadow.
Congratulations to our 2017 Junior School Captains Zoe
Markopoulos and John Fassoulis and Vice Captains Leah
Sandow and Chloe Guss.
Staffing
We say farewell to:
• Emily Brown, Emma Nishikubo, Frances O’Neill
and Ben Carter and thank them for their wonderful
contribution in working with our students in their time at
GEC and all the best at their new schools.
• Carmel Eyre, our wonderful librarian, is retiring.
Carmel has been at GEC for 6 years and in that time
has transformed our library into a vibrant hub of the
school. We thank her for her enormous contributions.
She will be missed by students and staff.
• Emily Stansfield-Smith who is currently on family leave
welcomed her first child, Lucy.
As our numbers continue to grow we are in the wonderful
position of recruiting excellent teachers to the college. We
welcome:
Louis Bonne: Maths / Chemistry
Parminder Kaur: Maths / Business Management
Karen Fung: Japanese / Science
Laura Baker-Goldsmith: Music / Drama
Karys McEwen: Librarian
Carol McCaskie: Careers and Pathways Coordinator
Ann Butler: Administration
Kathryn Allen: Administration
We welcome back Daniel Mulligan from his year of travel.
We will also have Camille as an intern from Telecom
Lille for January to May 2017 working in the area of
communications.
Finally, I wish all students and families a happy and safe
holiday and look forward to seeing you all ready for the
2017 academic year which begins on Tuesday 31st
January.
Sheereen Kindler
Principal

Junior School Highlights
Junior School - Final Farewell
Firstly, I would like to farewell our Year 9 students as they
enter into the Senior School. It has been an absolute pleasure
coordinating you in the Junior School and I look forward to
seeing and hearing about your successes as you venture into
Year 10 and beyond. Don’t forget the Junior School Motto:
Get Organised, Get Focussed and Get Involved! As you
head into the Senior School I look forward to working with all
the 2017 peer support leaders. A big shout out to our Junior
School Captains who have been amazing throughout the
year - Sierra, Sean, Tuesday and Harry.
Congratulations to Gabriella Voges who was the Foxtel Soccer
Star of the Week. She was presented with the opportunity to
take the match ball for the game between Melbourne Victory
and Perth Glory on 2nd December at AAMI Park.
Finally, I would like to thank all the parents and guardians
who supported each of the Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 students
throughout 2016. Your support and guidance is such an
important part of your child’s successes at GEC and should
never be underestimated. A big thank you from the Junior
School Team.
Have a very safe and enjoyable break and I look forward to
seeing you all in 2017.
Keira McLean
Junior School Leader

Year 7 Highlights

SSV Softball State Finals Team: Jenna, Moe, Lilli, Jess, Jeanne,
Coline, Aimee, Mieka, Sasha, Emma, Hisha, Mint
Coach: Sierra

It has been a great pleasure to work with the Year 7
students throughout the year and watch them develop both
academically and personally.
This term the Year 7 students have again been involved in a
wide range of activities. There was Relay for Life at Duncan
Mackinnon in which some of our Year 7 students keenly
participated; unfortunately it was cut short due to being
rained out. Then there was the Art Show which displayed the
artistic talent of our Year 7 students. It was very impressive
to see the standard of the work presented. We had the Year
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7 Girls Softball team (Moe Kojima, Lilli Soultanakis, Jenna
Casamento, Jeanne Lamy, Aimee Harris, Coline Lebas, Mint
Inchomnan, Emma Laird, Jessica Taylor-Wood and Hisha
Shah) participate in the State final at Jells Park under the
coaching of Sierra Danon and Miss McLean. The girls played
wonderfully well in the competition and they came 3rd overall.
I have heard a whisper that training for next year has already
commenced!!
As part of the Year 7 PE program all Year 7 students have
developed a group dance. The dance performances were
amazing and it was great to see all students participating
and enjoying the performance. We certainly have some
very talented students. A special mention to the staff Keira
McLean, Loveena Narayanen, Lee Dalton, Georgina Peters,
Emma Power, Erin Burgess and Fiona Finnegan who joined
in with a surprise performance of Beyonce’s Single Ladies.
On Monday 28th November all the Year 7 students commenced
their Year 8 2017 subjects. It was pleasing to see all students
adjust to their new Year 8 program and participate in their
new courses. As part of the transition program students went
on the annual trip to the Zoo and a great day was had by
everyone. It was certainly a great way to finish off the year.
So thank you Year 7 for a fantastic year. I hope all students,
parents and guardians have a great holiday break and we are
looking forward to seeing you all in 2017.
Elizabeth Allan
Year 7 Coordinator

Year 8 Highlights
Thanks to all the Year 8s for a great year. So long and farewell.
There have been many triumphs and some difficulties. I’m
sure the teachers would agree that they are very proud of the
way you conduct yourselves as young adults. We feel that
sending you out into the community for the Year 9 program
will be a great advertisement for Glen Eira College. Enjoy
your holidays.
Shaun Reynolds
Year 8 Coordinator

Year 9 Highlights
In my final newsletter of the year I would like to wish good luck
to all the Year 9 students moving on to Senior School. It has
been a pleasure coordinating you over the past 5 months.
Thanks must also go to all the parents who have worked with
me as we have supported your children in their learning and
well-being.
Congratulations to all those students who received awards at
the Presentation Night. Your commitment and dedication to
your studies will no doubt bring you great success in Year 10
and onwards into VCE.
Fiona Finnegan
Year 9 Coordinator

Junior School Captains’ Report
2016 has been a great year for the Junior School, with
each year group of students enjoying a fun, interesting and
educational year. We wish each and every student a fun
holiday and best of luck for next year!
Sierra, Sean, Tuesday and Harry
2016 Junior School Captains

Senior School News
As the 2016 academic year draws to a close, we should
take the time to reflect on the year. 2016 has been an
extremely successful year. We have continued to build
on our successes of the last few years and I’m sure this is
definitely reflected in the ATAR scores of the Year 12 cohort.
I would like to express my many thanks to the Senior School
Team, Laura Brancatella, Mary Maniatis and Lou Tsarpalas,
for all of their hard work and support of the Senior School
students. I am very fortunate to have such a fantastic team. A
huge thank you also to Maria Anbar (Careers and Pathways
Coordinator), Jenny Sanchez (Wellbeing Coordinator) and
our educational support staff member Matthew Polwarth who
have also worked extremely hard to provide assistance to
students, parents and teachers this year. Finally, we would
like to thank all the hard working and dedicated Senior
School teachers, who have committed themselves to helping
the students achieve every success in 2016. A school needs
dedicated, hardworking and committed staff to move forward
and that is what we have at Glen Eira College.
I would also like to congratulate the students for all of their
hard work and focus this year. Their efforts have clearly
been rewarded in their outstanding results. We would like to
wish all senior school students and their families a safe and
prosperous holiday season.
Congratulations to our Graduating class of 2016
For our Year 12 students, the last month has been one of
mixed emotions. From eagerly wanting to finish exams to
waiting anxiously to receive their results, our Year 12 students
need to be congratulated on having a very positive year and
being significantly involved in College activities. They finished
up so positively, a great reflection of them as a cohort. It was
with great pride that we celebrated the graduating class of
2016 at the Valedictory Evening.
Haroula Christodoulou
Senior School Leader

Year 10 News
A wonderful time was had by all who attended the surf camp
- including all the teachers. It was terrific to see students
who had never surfed before actually stand on the boards
and “ride a wave”. Unfortunately for Mr Ebert and Mr Lou,
no such luck. Thank you to all students for their behaviour
and participation and to all the staff who gave up their time to
attend camp.
As the 2016 academic year comes to an end I would like to
take this opportunity to wish the Year 10 students all the very
best with their VCE endeavours. Thank you to all staff and

Student Absences
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parents for their support in 2016. Now looking forward to Year
10, 2017.
Have a terrific festive season and a safe and relaxing holiday.
Lou Tsarpalas
Year 10 Coordinator

Year 10 & 11 Camp

2016 Maths Talent Quest Winner
On Thursday 20th October, the Maths Association of Victoria
held their 2016 Maths Talent Quest Awards ceremony where
Antoine Hobbs of 8B was awarded a High Distinction.
Antoine’s investigative project was called ‘The Area of a
Circle, Explained’ in which he found five increasingly more
accurate ways to find the area of a circle and then used the
same techniques to find the surface area of a sphere.
It was a detailed and well-presented project which
demonstrated a keen mathematical insight.
All projects were ranked on Originality, Mathematical Content,
Communication and Presentation with Antoine’s project being
ranked High in all of these criteria.
Along with his certificate of High Distinction, Antoine received
a $50 prize voucher.
Congratulations Antoine.

Year 11 Report
Another year has come and gone and I must say it has been
a year of mixed emotions. A number of our Year 11 families
have endured many challenging times and I must say that
as young people having experienced these life changing
moments, they have been inspirational in the way they have
shown resilience and courage to soldier on and make it
through to the end of the year. I wish all students and their
families a happy and relaxing holiday season. It has been a
pleasure and an honour to have been on the Year 11 journey
with you as your Coordinator and I will eagerly await to hear
of your successes throughout 2017.

Footnote:
Whilst there were many projects at the Year 7 and Year 8
state wide level, there was a much lesser number at Year
9 and only one entry at the state wide Year 10 -12 level. A
prize in the MTQ is something for all GEC students to aim at
in 2017!
Gerard Cameron
Maths Teacher

Also, thank you to all the Year 11 students who attended
the Year 11 Dinner at Maxy’s Restaurant on Thursday 1st
December. It was a great night of celebration.
Mary Maniatis
Year 11 Coordinator

Year 12 News
On Thursday 17th November the class of 2016 celebrated
the end of their secondary schooling.
Congratulations to all students.
I wish you all the very best for your future endeavours and a
safe and happy Christmas to all.
Laura Brancatella
Year 12 Coordinator

Year 12
Valedictory

2016 Maths Quest winner Antoine Hobbs

Arts & Technology Exhibition
The Arts & Technology
Exhibition was held on
the 9th November to
the 11th November in
the PAC. Over the three
days students at all year
levels were given the
opportunity to view the
vast array of artwork on
display.
The official opening occurred on Wednesday 9th November
and was attended by many parents, students, staff and
friends. Guests were entertained throughout the night by
pianists Camille Dubois and Alice Sabouraud. Mrs Sheereen
Kindler opened the exhibition and then Daniela Scaramuzzino
presented The Deans Arts awards for 2016. These students
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who received the prizes demonstrated excellence in their
field and intend on pursuing a career in The Arts.
The following students were awarded a certificate and prize:
Year 10 Visual Arts – Lara Moisi
Year 11 Studio Art – Anna Rowsell
Year 10 Visual Communication Design – Ari Verrios
Year 11 Visual Communication Design – Alysha Lowery
This is the third year Deans Arts Supplies has sponsored our
Visual Arts students. Glen Eira College greatly appreciates
their ongoing support. http://www.deansart.com.au/
Bernadette McIvor
Arts/Technology Coordinator

Programming Challenge for Girls
Congratulations to Georgia Massey, Eliza Miller, Jasmine
Chang, Catherine Chai, Anika Dixit and Shruthi Sasi Kumar
who represented Glen Eira College at the Programming
Challenge for Girls at Melbourne University. They first learnt
how to design and develop a solution using Alice programming
language. For the competition they produced a multimedia
project according to given criteria. They gained a valuable
experience from this event and they are looking forward to
another programming challenge next year.
Programmers

Team Name

Award

Catherine Chai and
Jasmine Chang

Sevent33n

Gold Medal

Anika Dixit and
Shruthi Sasi Kumar

Code
Obfuscators

Silver Medal

Geogia Massey and
IT2
Eliza Miller

Participation

Jasmine, Catherine, Georgia, Eliza, Anika and Shruthi

Ounsane Siriamphone
Technology Support Coordinator

Girls Just Wanna… Play Football!!
The sun shone down on Glen Huntly oval on Friday 14th
October as the Girls of GEC took to the ground to take part
in the annual GEC Girls Football showcase match. This
showcase is the highlight of Health and PE week and gathers
a great crowd. This year we had 30 girls from Year 7 to Year
12 take part in the match. It was fantastic to see so many
Year 7 girls get involved and be a starring role in the game.
Mr Dalton’s GEC Reds, led by Siena MacShane-Watts and
Tina Xu squared off against Mr Mulligan’s GEC Blacks,
captained by Katherine Aspinall and Zoe Tuttleby.

Art Show prize winners Anna, Alysha, Lara and Ari with
Daniela Scaramuzzino

The game got off to a racing start, with no holds barred between
the teams. Siena took control of the ruck early for the Reds,
with Becky Johnson playing a key role in the forward half
and scoring early. Zoe Markopoulos and Charlotte Skinner’s
silky skills were slick in the middle for the Black team, but
early goals were hard to come by. The Red team kicked lots
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A great game was played by all of the girls involved, but a
special mention must be made to Katherine Aspinall, Zoe
Tuttleby, Siena MacShane-Watts and Tina Xu, who as Year
12s played in their last Girls Football match. These young
ladies have always been involved in Girls Football and have
been instrumental in its promotion at Glen Eira College. Their
legacy will live on in the hearts and minds of the girls who
follow them and we look forward to our Girls of GEC taking on
the interschool competition in term 2 next year.
Tori Mulligan
Teaching & Learning Leader

of points with the wind early scoring 2 goals and 8 points,
while the Black team kicked truly late in the half, scoring 3
goals and 1 point. Maayan Ashkar barreled her way through
in defense for the Reds, landing a series of tough tackles on
her unsuspecting opposition. Just before half-time, Runcha
Jiva-Anan went for a burst through the middle for the Black
team, but unfortunately kept on running as if she were in a
100m sprint and was caught out holding the ball.
Half-time saw Mr Dalton’s Reds narrowly in front, but with
work to do against the wind in the second half. An umpiring
controversy boiled over during the half-time break. In a shock
decision, Mr Coghlan, who had umpired the first half, had
his whistle confiscated by Leah Hain. Leah, a fully qualified
umpire who was wearing her umpire uniform, was ropeable
with Mr Coghlan’s performance and took control of the
central umpiring position, relegating him to goal umpire for
the second half.
The second half was started and it was a hard fought battle
which saw a number of Year 7 rising stars shine brightly.
Hayley Bader and Jenna Casamento were influential for
the Reds in the second half, with Hayley running loose
on the wing, delivering the ball into the Red’s forward half
while Jenna racked up ‘hard-ball gets’ in the pack. For
Team Black, Jessica Taylor-Wood was a ball magnet and
continually crashed her way through a wall after wall of Red
opponents. Lilli Soultanakis was amazing, showing brilliant
skills throughout the whole game. Sasha Hudson played
a particularly strong game, attempting to take some huge
marks and bringing the ball to ground for Charlotte Skinner to
pick up the crumbs. Charlotte, whose skill and performance
in previous years has been likened to Gary Abblett, and Zoe
Markopoulos dominated and were vital in setting up the final
moments of the game. Zoe had been a stone wall in defense,
not letting anything get passed her and following up with
centimeter perfect left-footed kicks to her team mates, while
Charlotte was hunting for the ball around the packs, like a lion
in a David Attenborough documentary hunts for weakened
gazelles.
It came down to the dying moments of the game. As Siena
was rallying the Reds, urging them to dig deep to try and
snatch the victory, it was Lilli Soultanakis who emerged the
hero. She swiftly grabbed up the ball from the marauding
pack, turned like greased lightning and kicked truly, to score
the winning goal of the match.

Annual GEC Girls Football showcase

LANGUAGES CORNER
Languages Assembly
We were delighted to welcome Mrs Kumiko Toyama and Ms
Zilla Bailey from the Japanese Consulate to our Languages
Assembly on Thursday 8th December.
We did it again!! Japanese, Hebrew and French came
together to celebrate a year of learning and having fun in
languages. What a beautiful assembly with performances
from our students from year 7-10. It was so rewarding to see
so many students receiving awards for their achievements
and efforts in the study of languages thus year. The love
of languages has definitely hit Glen Eira College and all
languages teachers are very proud.
Berthe Mouchette Winners!
Our Berthe Mouchette winners attended a prize giving
ceremony at St Kilda Town Hall. Congratulations again!

Berthe Mouchette Winners
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LabelFrancÉducation Certificate Ceremony
Our college was awarded the prestigious LabelFrancÉducation
certification, and our 7C students were present at the award
giving ceremony. They recited their Berthe Mouchette
poem and asked the Consul General questions about the
importance of learning a language in the immersion style.

New Caledonia Sister School Visit in 2017!
We would like to give you advanced notice that our sister
school from New Caledonia, Dumbea Sur Mer will be visiting
us next year in June/July 2017. We will be looking for about
24 families to host a student for 1 week. We had only positive
feedback from host families last year and it is a very rewarding
experience for everyone. Please be involved if you can.
More information will be given in Term 1, 2017.
Loveena Narayanen
Head of Languages

SRC in 2016
What an amazing year – great achievements and so much fun!
The SRC is really excited to report that three SRC initiatives
from last year have been accomplished this year! The GEM
magazine is up and running, we have a new outdoor sound
system to enjoy music at lunch time and the uniform policy
has been changed to allow for the jacket to be worn over a
shirt without the jumper.
LabelFrancÉducation Certificate Ceremony

Paris to Provence Festival
Years 7 and 8 French Immersion classes and some lucky
students from 8A, 8B and 8E attended the Paris de Provence
French Festival at Como House. Students used their French
skills to order food and drink from French food stalls, talk with
French members of the community and engaged in French
activities and presentations. They behaved impeccably and
were a credit to our college – well done!

SRC students had the opportunity to attend various leadership
courses where they have collaborated with students from
all over Victoria. They have also learned life skills such as
project management, time management and design.
Some SRC students met with a few of the participants of the
Variety Bash and also Oxfam’s Program Director to discuss
potential future connections. It was also exciting to be present
at the turning of the sod with the Minister for Education.
Crazy hair styles, green for Oxfam, sports colours, and
animal colours… themed casual days were enjoyed by all!
SRC students led many fundraising initiatives. Money was
raised for The Leukaemia Foundation, The Indigenous
Literacy Foundation, Variety Bash, Oxfam, Disability Sport
and Recreation and South Oakleigh Animal Shelter. Books
were collected for The Indigenous Literacy Foundation and
food was collected for The Lighthouse Foundation.
Parents, students, colleagues and their families – thank you
very much for your support throughout the year. It is much
appreciated!!
Dorit Tane
Student Voice, Team Program and Special Weeks Coordinator

HUMANITIES NEWS
In 2017 all Year 8 students will enter the Australian
History Competition and all Year 9 students will enter the
Australian Geography Competition to ensure they are being
challenged to expand their skills in Humanities. This year a
select number of students (see below) entered the national
competitions. Congratulations to the students who chose
to challenge themselves by using critical thinking skills in
relation to primary and secondary source analysis and data
analysis. The competition revealed we have several students
achieving marks in the top 10% nationally. We look forward
to achieving some great results in 2017.

Paris to Provence Festival
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National History
Competition

National Geography
Competition

Year 7
Hyuk Kim
Sara Lupton
Eric Yung
Zakhar Zolotarev

Year 7
Sarah Lupton

Year 8
Ethan Tsui
Luise Verhoeven
Sophie Rowsell
Louis Kling

Year 8
Ethan Tsui
John Fassoulis
Miki Roberts
Eitan Nikolaevsky
Year 9
Hanna El Shorbagy
Anika Dixit

Year 9
Anika Dixit
Two Worlds Colliding: Philosophy & Astrophysics
Workshop
As part of Year 11 Philosophy extension opportunities, Shilo
Yitzhaki attended a presentation, ‘Two Worlds Colliding:
Philosophy & Astrophysics’ at Humanities
21, Collins Street, Melbourne. From the
earliest forms of human record it is clear
that we have always been fascinated by
the skies and what lies beyond them.
Shilo and other interested students
learnt about the ground breaking ideas of
Einstein and Hubble, to the space-crafts
sent to the far reaches of our solar system. The history of
scientific ideas and the acute intersection of astrophysics
and philosophy to make space travel a reality for a ‘brave
new world’ were presented in a historical timeline. Sarah
Schon’s research doctorate focuses on how astrophysics is
used to learn more about dark matter: that substance that
makes up about 85% of all matter in the universe. Sarah’s
exciting and highly informative workshop took the students
on a journey from how philosophical thought and scientific
discoveries may make Mars a possible travel destination.
Humanities & Space Travel
Year 9 students had the opportunity to see Ray Martin interview
the legendary Buzz Aldrin on stage to discuss his personal
thoughts about the Moon landing and
his advocacy for the Mars project. As
a means to ensure the survival of the
human race, the reality of colonising
Mars is becoming a reality. Buzz was
joined by leading authorities from US
and European global space agencies.
NASA’s Jason Crusan and Europe’s Space Agency Senior
Advisor, Professor Mark McCaughrean, discussed the
possibility of uniting the world’s resources across the globe to
reach beyond the stars to a new frontier on Mars. It has been
an exciting time for students who earlier in the year attended
the interview of the last man on the moon, Eugene Cernan,
and this once in a lifetime opportunity of seeing one of the
first men to walk on the moon. The Year 9 students enjoyed
attending the two amazing events.

$2.00 Dinner Party and ‘Thank You’
As part of Year 9 Geography unit on poverty across the globe,
student-teacher
Grace
Roberts
developed an initiative for students to
prepare a Dinner Party using $2.00
limitation. The meal needed to be
nutritious, tasty and filling. This was
no easy task as students researched
how to make their $2.00 work best
economically for the team. As part of
the process to understand how to make a positive difference
for those in need, Erin Herr (9A) presented an interesting
and informative speech on the social enterprise, ‘Thank You’
to end global poverty to Year 8B and other Year 9 classes.
Erin explained how three young people from Melbourne in
2008 organised funding to begin selling ‘Thank You’ water
and giving 100% of the profits to help end global poverty.
The enterprise has grown into other awesome products to
help people in need. Erin has direct contact with the initiative
and gave several ways that students can help end the
poverty cycle through considering buying the right consumer
products.
After careful research, student teams competed against
other student teams to have the most nutritious, tasty
and filling meal in the classroom. After judging the meals,
students enjoyed lively conversation over a friendly dinner
party during class.

Geography Data Collection
Dr Ross Headifen and Ramona Headifen from Port
Melbourne Beach Patrol presented the shocking facts of
plastic pollution on our local, national and global environment.
Ross and Ramona have been collecting and documenting
the plastic waste along a beach in Port Melbourne and
recording the findings during 2016 as a report for awareness
and governmental change. After presenting the terrible
consequences of plastic waster on our natural environment,
especially marine life, they were able to teach students how
to collate the data and analyse the findings. Students from
three classes committed to collecting rubbish in local parks
and streets daily. A hypothesis was presented, photos and
videos documented the rubbish collection, graphs were
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constructed to show their findings over the week and a
team report was presented to evaluate the hypothesis and
identify solutions for change. Students used the same skills
developed from science reports and produced impressive
and comprehensive research projects. Their findings are
being presented to the Beach Patrol group as evidence of
excellent data collection and reports.

History and English studies working together
Year 8B developed a collaborative and comprehensive
study booklet on George Orwell’s Animal Farm. Students
worked in groups to prepare cloze summaries, spelling
lists, historical references, visual representations, engaging
technology activities directed towards developing analytical
sentences for each chapter of the novel. Students collated
their worksheets and lessons into a bound booklet for the
class as an impressive teaching strategy. Students assumed
the role of teacher and taught their researched chapters to
the rest of the class showing an in depth understanding of
the political and historical references alluded to in the text.
The lessons were focused and insightful, and revealed the
underlying warning of the dangers of the abuse of power and
greed on a naïve citizenship.

to Australian culture and heritage.
• Expository Essay Writing: Posters – visible
categorisation, Topic Sentences, Inferring Meaning.
Congratulations to Year 8B for having their work published as
an English teacher reference.

Deborah Cordingley
Head of Humanities

Wellbeing News
As part of the transition program for 2017, Year 12 and Year
10 students participated in Wellbeing Health Promotion
sessions. Year 11 students will participate in their session
early term 1 next year. Study techniques, coping strategies,
stress, anxiety, time management and relationships were
the key issues identified by senior school students. Further
support and education on these issues will be provided to the
senior school students in 2017.
In term 1 our School Nurse, Christalia Formoso, will run
Lifestyle checks with all Year 12 students. This will be done
in small groups during private study periods. The aim of the
sessions is to assist students to identify where there may
be challenges for them in maintaining a healthy lifestyle and
support them to make the required changes so they can
“survive and thrive” during year 12!
In the junior school the wellbeing sessions have focused on
three key areas: the GEC5 and what it means to students;
respectful relationships; mindfulness and strategies to
manage stress and anxiety.

As part of the Victorian Association of Teachers of English
(VATE), Idiom #52, Eureka! Teaching English in the Middle
Years – Best Lessons, Year 8Bs English unit on ‘What is
the relationship between home and identity?’ was published
including samples of student work. The unit includes:
• Epic Poetry: Homer, Cyclops and Circe How do we
construct personal identity? Do we identity with the place
we were born, or is our home where we live at any time?
• Nomenclature: 26/1/16 - Australia Day/Invasion Day/
Survival Day? What’s in a name? How do cultural
activities contribute to identity and national/cultural/
personal values? Why does it matter?
• Persuasive language techniques: Stan Grant’s speech –
the power of words.
• Research Project: New Australians and Oldest
Australians – 'In fact…I was a refugee' and ‘In fact…I am
Indigenous.’ Working in pairs to juxtapose contributions

As part of the program students were asked what values
were most important to them in the classroom. What makes
a class a great place to be? The following comments from
year 8 students capture the views expressed in their written
feedback.
• To be respectful towards other students and teachers
• To treat each other equally
• To think before we speak, no put downs
• Be enthusiastic and participate in class and other activities
• Listen to and respect the ideas and opinions of others
• Follow the rules
• Focus on our learning in class
Overwhelmingly students identified respect for teachers and
each other as critical to a positive learning environment.
I would like to express my appreciation of the contribution
of School Nurse Christalia Formoso and Psychologist Alex
Graham for their contribution to the Wellbeing Programs
delivered during transition. They invested considerable
time, and provided great expertise, in the planning and
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presentation of the programs. This appreciation extends
to the contribution they have made throughout the year in
supporting our students and staff.
Over the holidays students and parents may wish to access
wellbeing information – I would recommend you check out
this website:
https://studentwellbeinghub.edu.au/
There is a wealth of information across a broad range of
wellbeing issues for students, parents and teachers.
Best wishes to you all for a great holiday!
Jenny Sanchez
Wellbeing Leader

Fundraising at the Canteen
The “Very Special Kids” Pink Piggy was counted up and the
amount raised was $146.20.
Again we have matched this amount and we have banked a
combined total of $292.40.
Very Special Kids have asked me to let you all know that they
are very grateful for your donations and they appreciate your
ongoing support.
Glen and Bernadette Bertoli
The Milk Shak
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School Crossing Campaign
To make the Booran Road school crossing safer, Glen Eira
College is asking VicRoads to change the speed limit to 40
km/h all day on school days, and for an electronic sign to
alert motorists.
So far, over 230 people have signed our online petition to
make this crossing safer.
We have also started a paper petition, supported by local
Member of Parliament, David Southwick MP, to be presented
to the Victorian Parliament. Please print off copies of this
petition. Ask friends, family and neighbours to sign and then
return to the GEC office by Tuesday 13th December 2016.
Handwritten signatures only.
To get a printable copy of the petition go to: https://drive.
google.com/file/d/0B08gR7SZv7zFUGowNGM5djZGZH
B3NDhJQi1nUXYwaFB4WFJz/view (print in landscape
orientation).
There is also a copy at the GEC office. Please sign the paper
petition even if you have already signed the online petition,
as this will be presented to Parliament. Anyone can sign as
long as they have a Victorian address - so students, parents,
families, friends and neighbours can sign.
If you haven't yet signed our online petition, you can still do
so - please go to: https://www.change.org/p/urgent-action-

on-speed-signs-for-glen-eira-college-students
Please write emails, letters to the Leader and raise this issue
with local MPs so we can make the school crossing safer for
our children.
We have written a template you can use when writing to
Members of Parliament or Glen Eira Councillors. https://
drive.google.com/file/d/0B2LoYKF3IY5IZGMzdi04eGt2SWc/
view
Use our template to draft your own letter. Feel free to change
the wording to suit you, and to add in any examples you or
your children may have witnessed at this crossing.
For the list of government representatives and their email
addresses: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QMNRjcG
U3LMhL6WfH3tARRtAjhXbRmK01vtitso0i4Y/edit
Second-hand Uniforms
Wednesday 25th January 2017 9am -10am opposite the
school library
Our second-hand uniform stall will be
held at the college on the same day
as the Campion text-book collection.
The uniform stall is a helpful service for
families and a valuable fundraiser for
the school. Helpers setting up the stall
welcome at 8am before the stall opens at
9am.
Please donate your unwanted uniform items by Friday 16th
December 2016. This is a donation to the school - families
will not receive any payment for their items.
Please ensure that all items are in reasonable condition and
have been washed and dried before you bring them in.
Please note that we cannot sell items that are no longer part
of the college uniform, such as spray jackets and polar fleece
jackets.
Weekly Walking Group - Duncan Mackinnon Reserve
Tuesdays 7.30pm
We meet on Tuesday evenings (weather permitting) at
7:25pm for a 7:30pm start, at the top of the
park - corner of Crosbie and Murrumbeena
Roads. We have had several walks around
Duncan McKinnon Reserve on Tuesday
evenings. A couple of us have noticed
feeling fitter, even though it doesn't feel
like we're exercising while we chat. More
members would be very welcome.
So that we can keep in contact (e.g. to
check who's coming or cancel in the event of bad weather),
we have set up a messaging group on Whatsapp. To join the
group, just send us your name and phone number. (If you
don't already have Whatsapp installed on your smartphone,
you will need to do that first - it's very easy to install and to
use).
Gran Prix Cycles - Supporting Kids Cycling and GEC
Gran Prix Cycles in Caulfield South were generous to our
Trivia Night (they donated a $400 voucher) and have now
offered regular support to Glen Eira College with a special
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offer, which benefits you and the college - a 5% discount and
5% donation back to Glen Eira College. Collect a loyalty card
from the GEC office to take advantage of this offer: Gran Prix
Bicycles 710 Glenhuntly Road Caulfield South
Multicultural Supper – Tuesday 7 March 2017
On Tuesday 7th March 2017, we will host a multicultural
supper at the college. This will be an informal get-together,
celebrating our diverse community and giving families and
staff an opportunity to get to know each other a little better.
Please mark the date in your diary. We will provide more
details closer to the date.
Glen Eira Council Teens School Holiday Program
Activities for 12-18 year olds – a range of day excursions
and activities 10-19th January. Phone 9524 3676
http://www.gleneira.vic.gov.au/Community-services/Youth/
School-holiday
Party in the Park Sunday 19 March 2017
After the success and fun of our Party in the Park stall this
year we will be having a stall at the Party in the Park next
year in Allnut Park – so mark the date in your new year’s
diary.
GEC Parents Association – Join Us!
All GEC parents and guardians are welcome to attend our
meetings – a great chance to meet some school families and
help the school. Our meetings are friendly and informal, and
your level of involvement is up to you. If you are interested
in coming to any of our meetings, please send us an email to
gecpa@gec.vic.edu.au

KEY DATES 2016 & TERM 1 2017
Wednesday 14th December – Presentation Night Rehearsal
(only students involved in rehearsals to be at school)
Wednesday 14th December – Presentation Night
Thursday 15th – Monday 19th December – End of Year Program
(Junior School)
Tuesday 20th December – Last day school is open
Wednesday 25th January 2017 – Campion Book Collection 9am
– 3pm, school library
Wednesday 25th January – Second Hand Uniform Sale 9am
– 10am - opposite school library
Tuesday 31st January 2017 – Students Resume – Term 1
Tuesday 7th February – GEC Swimming Carnival
Wednesday 8th – Friday 10th February – Year 7 Camp
Wednesday 15th February – Staff PD day (student free)
Thursday 16th February – Senior Interschool Sport
Tuesday 21st February – Intermediate Interschool Sport
Friday 24th February – School Photos
Monday 13th March – Labour Day Public Holiday
(School Closed)
Wednesday 15th March – Year 8 Interschool Sport
Tuesday 21st March – Year 7 Interschool Sport
Wednesday 22nd – Friday 24th March – Year 8 Camp
Friday 31st March – GEC Cross Country Carnival
Friday 31st March – Last Day Term 1 (1:30pm dismissal from
Caulfield Park)
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Year 10 & 11
Surf Camp
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